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Becoming a Master Gardener in Randolph County 

 
 So, you want to become a Master Gardener in Randolph County? That’s great! The Master Gardener 
program is a great way to meet other like-minded residents of the County, volunteer in meaningful ways, and expand 
your knowledge as a gardener. Read on to see how you can become a Master Gardener in Randolph County! 
 

Step 1: Attend an Information Session 
 

First, you must attend an information session to be held at the Randolph County Agriculture Center. These 
information sessions are your opportunity to meet with the Master Gardener program coordinator and ask any 
questions that you may have about the program. It will also allow you to see if becoming a Master Gardener 
Volunteer is right for you. Check our website, randolph.ces.ncsu.edu, for a list of information sessions.   
 

Step 2: Submit your Application 
 

 If you’ve decided that becoming a Master Gardener is for you, then you’ll need to apply. To obtain an 
application, you must have attended at least one of the information sessions – one is provided to everyone after an 
information session. Once you’ve filled out the application, return it to the Randolph County Cooperative Extension 
office either in person or through the mail. Our office is located at 1880 US Highway 64 E, Asheboro, NC 27203. This 
is also our mailing address. All Master Gardener applications are due June 26, 2026, and applications are accepted 
on a “first-come first first-served” basis, and participants are admitted on a rolling basis. Once the class is full no more 
applications will be accepted. Within 2 weeks of receiving your application, you will hear from the review committee.  

*Lost the application provided to you at your information session? Call us and we will confirm your 
attendance at the information sessions, and we will gladly send a new copy to you.  
 

Step 3: Pay Relevant Fees 
 

When you are accepted into the 2026 class you must pay all relevant fees within 2 weeks of hearing from the 
review committee. If payment is not received your spot will NOT be held and you will have to submit another 
application. This is the ONLY fee associated with becoming a Master Gardener and is a ONE-TIME FEE!  
Fee Schedule:   

State EMGV Fee: $50  
Textbook: $60 
County Fee: $40 (covers refreshments, training materials, etc.) 
Total: $150 
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Step 4: Core Training 
 

Class Date Class Time Topic Covered 

7/7/26 2pm-4pm Growing Fruits and Berries 

7/14/26 2pm-4pm Growing Vegetables 
7/21/26 2pm-4pm Lawns 
7/28/26 2pm-4pm Gardening for Pollinators 
8/4/26 2pm-4pm Landscaping with Natives 

8/11/26 2pm-4pm Introduction to Extension and Randolph 
County Ag Center 

8/12/26 2pm-4pm Site Tour of Ag Center 

8/18/26 2pm-4pm Soils 101 

8/19/26 2pm-4pm Soils 101 Lab Session 

8/25/26 2pm-4pm Botany and Plant ID 
8/26/26 2pm-4pm Botany and Plant ID Lab Session 
9/1/26 2pm-4pm Recognizing Diseases and Disorders 

9/2/26 9am-5pm Field Trip to JC Raulston 
9/8/26 2pm-4pm IPM for Plants and Pollinators 
9/9/26 2pm-4pm IPM Lab  

9/15/26 2pm-4pm Pruning and Propagation 

9/16/26 2pm-4pm Pruning and Propagation Lab 
9/22/26 2pm-4pm Researching Solutions 

9/23/26 2pm-4pm Exam 
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Step 5: Volunteer and Recertify 

 
Once you graduate from the Core Training, you will be promoted to Intern status. A Master Gardener Intern 

must complete 40 hours of volunteer service and 10 hours of continuing education by December 31, 2026, to be 
promoted to Certified status.  

After you have been promoted to Certified status, you must complete 20 hours of volunteer service and 10 
hours of continuing education yearly. Below, you can read about the various Master Gardener status definitions you 
may come across.  

 
Status  Uses Hour/Duty Requirements 
Certified A “current” Master Gardener 

maintains this status.  
20 hours of volunteer work, 10 
hours of continuing education 

Intern A new to the program Master 
Gardener will have this status. They 
become “Certified” when they meet 
the hour requirements.  

40 hours of volunteer work, 10 
hours of continuing education 

Alumnus  A Master Gardener that no longer 
has time to participate can become 
an Alumni of the program.  

*To become readmitted into the 
program an Alumni must go through 
core training and after completion 
will be granted “Intern” status 

 
Any questions about the Randolph County Master Gardener program can be addressed to Cody Craddock. 

He can be reached at (336) 318-6003 or by emailing cjcraddo@ncsu.edu.  
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